Legislative Intent

It is the intent of the General Assembly to ensure that every person who lives and works in the
State of Vermont retains the right to free and unfettered access to justice under the law. No
person should be denied access to justice because they fear being subject to civil arrest when
attending a court hearing or traveling to or from a courthouse. All Vermonters regardless of
income, race, religion, or immigration status should have the opportunity to use the court
system to advocate for themselves and their interests. Prohibiting civil arrests at a courthouse
prevents disruption of court proceedings, protects the proper functioning of courts, provides a
safe and secure location for the resolution of disputes, and promotes public safety by ensuring
that victims and witnesses are not discouraged from attending court proceedings. It is the
intent of the General Assembly, consistent with long-established common law, to prohibit civil
arrests of individuals at courthouses or traveling to and from a courthouse to uphold the
principle set forth in Article 4 of the Vermont Constitution that provides, in part, that “every
person within this state ought to find a certain remedy, by having recourse to our laws, for all
injuries and wrongs,” and that “every person ought to obtain [that] right freely . . . completely
and without denial . .. [or] delay.”



